Some issues regarding takfir 


In it is: 


Is takfir al-mushrikin from Asl Ad-Din or Usül Ad-Din? Is it a wajibah 
(obligation) of the religion or is it hukm shar’? And is all takfir the 


same? 


Can the issue of declaring takfir upon the one who does not declare 
takfir upon the kafir be traced back to the Salaf? 


The difference between takfir in clear matters and unclear matters 


The difference between the takfir itself and the ahkam (judgments or 


rulings) of takfir 
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Introduction 


In the Name of Allah the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent 


And may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon the last Prophet and Messenger 
Muhammad ibn Abdillah, his family, his companions and those who followed them in 


goodness until the Day of Resurrection. 
And thereafter: 


There is a lot of talk regarding the place of the issue of takfır upon the mushrikin in the 
religion. The misguided try to use every argument and doubt which they can get their hands 
on in order to excuse the mushrikiin and call them their brothers, and in order to incite fear 
in the hearts of the Muslims of declaring takfir upon those whom Allah and His Messenger 
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) have declared takfir upon. 


Their arguments are mostly a play with words, as was the arguments of their brothers the 


Zanadiqah (heretics) of earlier times. 


The issue of declaring takfir upon the mushrik is one of the simplest straightforward issues 
in this religion. The person who worships only Allah Alone without associating any 
partners with Him in His Rububiyyah, Uluhiyyah and His Asma Was-Sifat, he is a Muwahhid 
(monotheist) Muslim, and the one who worships more than one deity he is a mushrik 
(polytheist) kafir (non-Muslim). This is in agreement with the evidences from the Quran, the 
Sunnah, the agreement of the Muslims, the Arabic language, the logic and the fitrah. 


And exactly with this fitrah Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl said to the mushrikiin of Quraysh: 
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“O gatherings of Quraysh. By Allah, none of you are upon the religion of Ibrahim except me.” (Sahih 
Al-Bukhari) 


And this was before the sending of Muhammad (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and before even 
one verse of the Quran was revealed. But he still knew that the worshippers of the statues 
were not upon the religion of Ibrahim, which is Tawhid. And this is the takfir which is 
required from a person that is included in the understanding of La ilaha illa Allah; that he 


knows that whoever worships someone else than Allah then he is not upon Tawhid, rather 
he is a mushrik. This is the fitrah which every single person is created upon, and there will 
be no change in this creation. As Allah — the Exalted — said: 
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“So direct your face toward the religion, hanif (i.e. free from shirk). (This is) the fitrah of 
Allah upon which He has created all people. No change should there be in the creation 
of Allah. That is the correct religion, but most of the people do not know.” 
(Ar-Rum 30:30) 


But the misguided excuser of the mushriktin wants to say: “Even if he worships more than one 
deity and ascribes partners to Allah in worship, then he is still a muwahhid (monotheist) Muslim 


until the argument is established upon him.” 


And when you ask them when is this argument then established upon such a person, there 
is no specific answer based upon Quran and Sunnah (because it doesn’t exist!), or they start 
to make up their own rules such as saying: “I have to explain to him first”, or “He must go 
to a shaykh who explains the issue to him”, or “He only becomes a kafir if he denies Islam” 


and other statements of ignorance and confusion. 


The argument was established upon this Ummah with the Quran and the Messenger, and 
saying that the argument has not yet been established is an insult to Allah and His 
Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) since Allah — the Exalted — said: 


"Messengers as bearer of glad tidings and warners. In order that mankind will have no 
argument against Allah after the messengers. And Allah is ever Almighty and All-Wise.” 
(An-Nisa 4:165) 


Despite this, then whoever reads the Quran, reads the ahadith of the Messenger of Allah 
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and sits with his head in the books of the scholars, he is still 
excused according to them if he should hold an opinion which is kufr, because the hujjah is 
not established upon him (as they say). And what they in reality are saying is, that if these 
kuffar mushrikin — whom they excuse and call Muslims — would meet Allah with their deeds 
and beliefs of shirk, then they would have an argument against Allah despite the Book of 


Allah having reached them and Allah sending a messenger to them warning them, and they 


would still have the opportunity of entering Paradise despite our Lord — ‘azza wa jalla — 
saying: 
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"Verily whoever commits shirk (i.e. associates partners with Allah in worship), then Allah 
has verily made Paradise forbidden for him, and his abode will be the fire. And the 
unjust will have no helpers.” (Al-Maidah 5:72) 


And so you see them calling “brothers” those who allow voting in democratic elections, 
those who allow seeking judgment with the taghiut, those who invoke and seek intercession 
with the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), those who describe Allah with the worst 
imaginable of descriptions, such as Him existing without a place, or His — the Exalted — 
Word being created and other hideous descriptions which the zanadigqah describe Allah the 
Exalted with. Far Exalted is Allah above what the zanadigah describe Him with. 


And the reality of the matter is, that what the misguided excusers describe as ignorance or 
tawil (false interpretation), in reality is i’rad (turning away from the religion). Because the 
one who believes tahakum to taghut is allowed will find the refutation of that if he looked in 
the Islamic sources, the one who believes that man-made legislation is allowed will find the 
refutation of that in the Islamic sources and the one who believes Allah is not above the 
seventh heaven above His Throne separated from the creation with a border will find the 
refutation of this in the Islamic sources. If they only were willing to look. Or if only they 
would submit to the Quran and Sunnah with the understanding of the Salaf and not prefer 


the words and opinions of anyone over this. 


We seek refuge with Allah from misguidance, and ask Him to make us steadfast upon the 
truth. Allahumma Amin. 


The first issue: Is takfir al-mushrikin from Asl Ad-Din or Usül Ad-Din? Is it a 


wajibah (obligation) of the religion or is it hukm shar’1? And is all takfir the same? 








First of all know: The issue of naming the masalah “takftr al-mushrikin” as being from asl ad- 
din, usül ad-din or wajibah ad-din, or calling it hukm shar’l is an issue of words and terms in 
which two people who are upon truth might name differently while still believing in the 
same thing, i.e. that the one who does not declare takftr upon the mushrik after knowing his 
shirk is himself not a Muslim. Because in reality the issue of takfir al-mushrikin in the language 


can be described as: 


From Asl: i.e. it is a fundament of La ilaha illa Allah 
From Usal: it is from the important fundamental issues of the religion 


A wajibah: It is an obligation to declare takfir upon the mushrik in the religion. 
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A hukm shart: It is a legally binding judgment from the Shari'ah. 


This is from the aspect of the Arabic language. And “hukm shar’t” is a general term which 
can be applied upon every single thing which has come in the Islamic legislation as I will 


give examples to further down. 


The false-doers use these “acceptable” terms to mix truth with falsehood and when they 
say: “Takftr al-mushrikin is from usül ad-din”, then what they really want to say and the reality 


of their statement is: 


“Takftr al-mushrikin is from the issues in which you can be excused in ignorance or tawil etc, and 
the one who does not declare takfir upon the mushrik after knowing his shirk is still a Muslim until 
after the establishment of the hujjah (argument/evidence).” 


With the same meaning as the statement above, some of them also say: “Takftr al-mushrikin 
is hukm shar’t”. And this — along with the other things they say — only expose their 
foolishness and ignorance. Because everything that we do in Islam is a hukm shar’ (a 
judgment from the Islamic legislation). The prohibition of slaughtering for Iblis and 
mentioning him — we seek refuge from the Shaytan — at the time of slaughter is a judgment 
in the Islamic legislation just like the prohibition of eating with the left hand is a judgment 
in Islamic legislation. Does this mean that these two things are equal in degree and severity 
and in consequence? Does this mean that every hukm in the Islamic legislation is on the same 
level and has the same consequences if they are breached? Of course not. The linguistic 
description is not sufficient in describing issue in Islam. Every shirk is a bid’ah (innovation) 


while saying the intention of the prayer out loud is also an innovation. Does this mean that 


these two mistakes are on the same level and the consequences of performing them are the 


same? Of course not. 


And this is why we say and call towards: The Quran and the Sunnah, with the 
understanding of the Salaf. They understood this religion correctly and they clarified it for 
us and therefore we must worship Allah according to how they understood the religion of 


Allah, and not according to our own lust and desires. 


As for the statement and belief of the false-doers with regards to the issue of takfir al- 


mushrikin, then it is wrong from many aspects. Among these are: 
1. The issues of the religion can be divided into three types of issues: 


The first: Issues of Tawhid and shirk, in which there is no excuse or room for mistakes for 


anyone. 


The second: Issues which are ma’lum min ad-din bid-darūrah (known from the religion by 
necessity) or masail dhahirah (clear and well-known issues), in which there is no excuse for 
anyone except the one who lived in the desert and had no access to the issue which he was 
ignorant or mistaken in, with the condition that the issue was not from the first type of issues 
(i.e. Tawhid and shirk). 


The third: Masail Khafiyyah (hidden issues), which are the issues that only the scholars have 
knowledge about while its evidence is hidden or difficult for the normal Muslim. In these 
cases the normal Muslim is excused until the argument is established upon him. If he then 


rejects the evidences and insists on his mistake he becomes a kafir. 


The issue of takfir al-mushrikin is without a doubt from the first type of issues since and no- 
one can refute this. And the issue explained in simple words is: “The one who worships 
more than one deity is he a Muwahhid (monotheist) or a mushrik (polytheist)?” Even a child, 
a Jew or a Christian will know the answer to this question. And the language testifies to the 
answer since mushrik (polytheist) means one who worships more than one deity (or one who 
ascribes partners to Allah). And as for the issues which are included in the category of 
Tawhid and shirk, then there is no excuse in them and the hujjah in these issues are the 
Quran, the fitrah and the ‘ag. 


So the first aspect of mistake in their statement is that they did not categorize the issue of 
takfir al-mushrikin in the correct category, because if they did they would know that there is 


no excuse in this issue. 


And if we — for the sake of argument — categorized it is being an issue of ma’lum min ad-din 
bid-darurah on the same level as the five prayers, the zakat, the fast, the forbiddance of alcohol 
and zinā etc., then the normal Muslim is also not excused in being mistaken in these things 
except if he lives in a desert or a place completely isolated from knowledge. But they apply 
their claim upon people whose situation is not as such. So for them the person who makes 
a mistake in this type of issue — even if he reads the Quran and the Sunnah and has access to 
knowledge and asking scholars and he lives among the Muslims — is still excused for them. 
And this exposes the hypocrisy in their claim and the dishonesty in their intention. 


2. The hujjah in issues of Tawhid and shirk is the Quran 


The false-doers want to ward off takfir upon the mushrik and even the one who does not 
declare takfir upon the mushrik by saying the issue is from “usül ad-din” and therefore the 
hujjah must be established before takfir is declared. But there is no doubt that the hujjah in 
these types of issue is the mere presence of the Quran. Allah the Exalted said: 


godi ji Say Sots Oy 58 it teas y E oti EN Ga > 


“This (i.e. the Quran) is a Message for the people in order for them to be warned by it and 
for them to know that He is One ilah (deity), and for people of intellect to remember.” 
(Ibrahim 14:52) 


And the one who disputes the fact that the Quran is sufficient as hujjah in these types of 
issues have opposed the Quran, the Sunnah and the ijma’. The worst part — and I mention 
this for the second time — is that they claim the ignorance and excuse for people who already 
read the Quran, study the Sunnah and look into the books of knowledge, while the Prophet 
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
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“By the One whose Hand Muhammad's soul is in, no-one from this Ummah, neither a Jew 
nor a Christian hears about me, and then do not believe in what I have been sent with, 
except that he is from the people of the fire.” (Sahih Muslim) 


And verily did the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) come with the takfir upon everyone 
who worships something else than Allah the Exalted, i.e. takfir upon the mushrik. 


3. No basis except their own understanding 


The false-doers have no argument for their saying except the people of men which they have 
interpreted according to their own lust and desires. There is no muhkam ayah, no hadith, no 
narration nor any ijma’ which states that declaring takfir upon the mushrik is an issue in 
which a person can be ignorant or have false interpretation which excuses him. Rather the 
Salaf declared takfir upon the mushrik and they also declared takfir upon the one who knows 
the shirk and kufr of the mushrik and still did not declare takfir upon him, as it will be 


mentioned in the next section. 


And when you challenge the misguided excusers most of the time they say: “Yes but shaykh 
fulan said such and such. So whoever commits shirk he is still a Muslim until the argument has been 
established” We ask them: What did Allah — the Exalted — say? 


E AS GL VS) ag Se Bie A ot tess T TG al gs Fs is d 


“And whoever invokes (or worships), besides Allah, any other ilah (deity), of whom he 
has no proof, then his reckoning is only with his Lord. Verily the kafirun (the 
disbelievers) will not be successful.” (Al-Mumintn 23:117) 


And He — the Exalted — said: 
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“And he sets up rivals to Allāh, in order to mislead others from His Path. Say: ‘Take 
pleasure in your kufr (disbelief) for a while: surely, you are among the dwellers of 
Hellfire.” (Az-Zumar 39:8) 


Due to these verses and numerous other verses along with the ahadith from the Messenger 
of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) you will find in the words of the Salaf that they declared 
takfir upon the one committing shirk in words, deeds or beliefs directly without mentioning 
any argument being established prior, and they would furthermore declare takfir upon the 


one who would not declare takfir upon such a person, as it is described in the next section. 


The second issue: Can the issue of declaring takfir upon the one who does not 
declare takfir upon the kafir be traced back to the Salaf?! 


The answer is yes. The issue of declaring takfir upon the one who does not declare takfir 
upon the kafir can be traced back to the Salaf. And this is firstly because the one who does 
not declare takfir upon the kafir has doubted in the issue due to which takfir was declared in 


the first place. 


Allah — the Exalted — said: 
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“Verily those who ask you for permission (to be exempt from jihdd) are those who do not 
believe in Allah and the Last Day, and their hearts doubt so they waver in their doubt.” 
(At-Tawbah 9:45) 


And the person who does not declare takfir upon the kafir is also kafir himself due to rejecting 
the evidences which proves that the issue itself is kufr which brings a person out of the fold 


of Islam. 


Allah — the Exalted — said: 


“And who is more unjust than the one who invents a lie against Allah or rejects the 
truth when it comes to him. Is there not an abode in Jahannam for the kafirin 
(disbelievers).” (Al-‘Ankabut 29:68) 


So Allah declared them as disbelievers due to them rejecting the truth when it came to them. 
It was narrated in “Tabaqat Al-Hanabilah” that Imam Ahmad — rahimahullah — said: 
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1 The words in this section are based upon what Shaykh Abu Al-Muhannad said in this issue in his explanation 
of “As-Sunnah from the Masail of Al-Karmani” lesson number 33. 


“I advise you and myself to fear Allah and adhering to the Sunnah and the Jama’ah. For you have 
verily known what happened to those who opposed it, and what was narrated about those who followed 
it. It verily reached us from the Prophet (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) that he said: “Verily Allah — 
‘azza wa jalla — enters a slave into Paradise due to a Sunnah which he held on to.” So I 
command you not to prefer (or prioritize) anything over the Quran, for verily it is the Word of Allah 
— ‘azza wa jalla — and that which Allah spoke in is not created. And that in which He informed about 
the previous generations is not created, nor what is in the Lawh Al-Mahfudh, or in the masahif, or 
the recitation of the people and no matter how it is described, then it is the Word of Allah and not 
created. So whoever says: (It is) created, then he is a disbeliever in Allah the All-Mighty, and whoever 


does not declare takftr_ upon him, he is (also) a kafir.” (From the risalah Usul As-Sunnah — the 
Riwayah of Musaddad) 


And in the ‘agidah of the two Razi’s (Abu Hatim Ar-Razi and Abu Zur’ah Ar-Razi) - 
rahimahuma Allah — they said: 
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“And whoever claims that the Quran is created he is a disbeliever in Allah the All-Mighty with a 
kufr that brings him out of the millah (religion). And whoever doubts in his kufr — among those who 
understand — he is (also) a kafir.” (Sharh Usul I’tiqad Ahlus-Sunnah Wal-Jama’ah by Al- 
Lalakai) 


So if he understands what they intend to say with their statement: “The Quran is created”, 
and he does not declare takfir upon them, then he is kafir due to not declaring takfir upon the 
kafir. 


EF 


It was narrated it “As-Sunnah from the Masāil of Al-Karmānī 
Yahya ibn Khalaf Abū Muhammad Al-Muqrī narrated said: 


in a longer narration that 
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“Then I came to Kūfah and I met Abu Bakr ibn ‘Ayyash. So I asked him (about the one who says the 
Quran is created)? So he said: ‘(He is a) kafir. And whoever does not say that he is a kafir, then he is 
(also) a kafir.’ Then Abu Bakr said: ‘Does one doubt that the Jew and the Christian both are 


disbelievers?! So whoever doubts regarding these that they are kuffar, then he (himself) is a kafir. And 


the one who says that the Quran is created is like them (i.e. the Jew and the Christian).’” (As-Sunnah 
by Al-Karmani) 
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And Harb ibn Isma’il Al-Karmani himself said: 
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“And the Quran is the Word (or Speech) of Allah. In it He spoke, and it is not created. So whoever 
claims that the Quran is created, he is a jahmi kafir. And whoever claims that the Quran is the Word 
of Allah and then stops, and he does not say: ‘It is not created’, he is worse in kufr than the first one 
and more evil in his saying. And whoever claims that our pronunciation of the Quran is created, and 
our recitation of it is created and that the Quran is the Word of Allah, he is an evil jahmī innovator. 


And whoever does not declare takfir upon these people —and all of the Jahmiyyah — he is just like them 
(in judgment).” (As-Sunnah by Al-Karmani) 


And ‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad narrated: 


“Ghiyath ibn Ja'far narrated to me and said: I heard Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah say: ‘The Quran is the 
Word of Allah ‘azza wa jalla. Whoever says (that it is) created, he is a kafir. And whoever doubts 


regarding his kufr, he is (also) a kafir.’” (As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah) 

And Abu Al-Hassan ibn Al-‘Attar narrated: 
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“And Hartn (Al-Farwi) said: ‘The Quran is the words of Allah and it is not created. And whoever 


says that it is created then he is kafir. And whoever doubts regarding (the kufr) of Al-Wagifah? he is 
kafir.’ So I said to Harun: And (what about) Al-Lafdhiyyah3? He said: ‘Those are mubtadi’ah and 


misguided.’” (As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah) 


And Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi narrated: 
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2 Those who say that the Quran is the Word of Allah, and deliberately refuses or refrains from saying that it 
is not created. 
3 Those who say that the Quran is the Word of Allah but that their pronunciation of the Quran is created. 
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“Abu Bakr Al-Bargānī narrated to us and said: I read for Bishr ibn Ahmad Al-Isfarariyibi: Abu 
Sulayman Dawud ibn Al-Husayn Al-Bayhaqi said to you: It has reached me that Al-Halwani Al- 
Hasan ibn ‘Alt said: ‘I verily do not declare takfir upon the one who stops regarding the Quran.’ So 
they left his knowledge. 


Abu Sulayman said: I asked Abu Salamah ibn Shabib about the knowledge of Al-Halwani. He said: 


‘It is thrown in the grass.’ Abu Salamah said: ‘And whoever does not testify to the kufr of the kafir, 
then he (himself) is a kafir.’” (At-Tarikh) 


So in the case where the kufr of a person is clear just as in these issues, then whoever does 
not declare takfir upon him he himself is kafir. And the issue is from the Salaf and it is not a 
new issue which has been invented among the later generations. So there is no basis for 
describing the one who declares takfir upon the one who does not declare takfir upon the 
mushrikin as being extreme or misguided. Rather whoever declares takfir upon the one who 
does not declare takfir upon the kafir whose shirk and kufr is clear and obvious, he is upon 


the truth in the issue and there is no blame upon him whatsoever. 
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The third issue: The difference between takfir in clear matters and unclear 


matters 


There is a clear difference between the takfir upon the grave worshipper whose kufr is clear 
and undeniable, and for example a jahmi who is playing with his words in order to disguise 
his kufr. When looking into the words of the Salaf it is clear that they acknowledged and 
recognized that the some of the cursed Jahmiyyah Zanadiqah — and other kuffar from the 
misguided sects as well — would play with their words in order to avoid people describing 
them with kufr and the consequences which would befall them due to that. For example did 
Imam Ahmad — rahimahullah — say in “Ar-Radd ‘ala Az-Zanadiqah and Jahmiyyah”: 
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“So when he (i.e. the jahmi) is choked by the argument he says: “Verily Allah spoke to Musa, but His 
Words are not Him.” So we said: “And something other than Him is created?” He said: “Yes.” So 
we said: “This is the same as your first saying (i.e. that the Quran is created), except that you are 
repelling from yourselves the hideous by what you acknowledge publicly.” 


Which means: You are only trying to avoid being described with kufr and the judgments 


which this entails. 


And Ibn Battah — rahimahullah — said: 
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“And know — may Allah show you mercy — that a group from the Jahmiyyah — due to the evilness of 
their hearts, the wickedness of their opinions and the dirtiness of their desires — believed that the 
Quran is created. So they concealed this with an innovation which they invented as a camouflage and 
decoration for the ordinary people. (This,) in order to hide their kufr and make their disbelief unclear 


for those who have little knowledge and those of weak nature. So they said: ‘Verily the Quran which 
Allah has spoken in and said, it is the Words of Allah and not created, but this what we recite and 
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read with our tongues and write in our masahif (pl. mushaf), that is not the Quran which is the Word 
of Allah. This (instead) is a narration of this. So what we read is a narration of this Quran with our 
words, and our words of it are created.’ So with this they went even deeper in their kufr and they 
played a trick in order for the kufr to enter upon the normal people in the most unclear way, the 
voidest path and the most hidden of angles.” (Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra 5/317-318) 


So the takfir of a zindiq like this becomes obligatory upon the slave once he realizes and 
understands the reality of what he is saying. And it is not as such with the grave- 
worshipper. Because the moment he turns to the grave and invokes its inhabitant and asks 
him for bringing about benefit or warding off harm, his kufr becomes evident and only a 


kafir refuses to declare takfir upon him. 


But as for the jahmi zindiq and other zanadigah — in some cases — then they disguise their kufr 
by mixing words of truth with words of falsehood thereby confusing and disorientating the 
one who is weak in knowledge and understanding. And the athar of the Salaf take this 
unclarity into consideration and hold the door open for seeking understanding of a specific 
statement or belief before making a judgment upon it, and that they themselves would ask 


into details when the statement of misguidance could bear different meanings. 


‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad said in “As-Sunnah”: 
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“I heard my father — rahimahullah — when ‘Ali ibn Al-Jahm asked him regarding the one who holds 


the opinion of the Qadar, is he a kafir? He said: ‘If he rejects the knowledge (he is). If he says: ‘Verily 


Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — did not have knowledge until He created knowledge, then He knew.’ So he 


yn 


rejects the knowledge of Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — then he is kafir. 

And he said: 
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“I heard my father while he was asked regarding the Wagifah, so my father said: ‘Whoever used to 

debate and is known for speaking out (about this) then he is jahmt. And whoever is not known for 


speaking out is avoided until he returns (to the truth). And whoever (of them) who does not have 


knowledge then he should ask.’” 
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And he said: 
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“My father was asked — while I was listening — regarding the Lafdhiyyah and the Wagifah, so he said: 


‘Whoever is ignorant among them and does not have knowledge, then let him ask and let him learn.’” 


And in the ‘agidah of the two Razi’s (Abu Hatim Ar-Razi and Abu Zur’ah Ar-Razi) - 
rahimahuma Allah — they said: 
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“And whoever claims that the Quran is created the is a disbeliever in Allah the All-Mighty with a 
kufr that brings him out of the millah (religion). And whoever doubts in his kufr — among those who 


understand — he is (also) a kafir.” 


And they also said: 
FS bs Gs 9B Sale OE Gs 24 


“And whoever stops regarding the Quran out of ignorance he is taught (the truth) and (he is) 
described as an innovator, but takfir is not declared upon him.” (Sharh Usul I’tiqad Ahlus-Sunnah 
Wal-Jama’ah by Al-Lalakai) 


But all this does not mean that the obligation of declaring takfir upon the kafir is lifted or is 
dependent upon the hujjah being established upon the one whose shirk and kufr has become 
clear. Rather as soon as the shirk and kufr of a person becomes clear and a person has 
understood the reality of his saying then if he does not declare takfir upon him he becomes 
a kafir just like him and equal with him in judgment due to the reasons which have been 


mentioned. 


Another important thing to distinguish between, is the person who understands what is 
intended but has doubt regarding what is the truth and what is falsehood, and the person 


who does not understand what is intended and what is the reality of a statement of kufr. 


As for the one who understands the reality of a saying of kufr but he doubts whether or not 
this is kufr, then he himself is kafir due to doubting regarding the truth. Having yagin (full 
certainty) in one’s belief is a condition for the validity of the testimony of La ilaha illa Allah. 
Allah — the Exalted — said: 
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“Verily the believers are those who believe in Allah and His Messenger, and thereafter 
do not doubt.” (Al-Hujurat 49:15) 


So the one who doubts regarding whether or not the Quran is created, whether or not it is 
allowed to choose another legislator besides Allah, whether or not one can seek judgment 
with the taghit in case of disputes he is kafir himself due to having doubted regarding the 
truth, and he is inno way comparable or equal to the one who doubts regarding the meaning 
of some unclear words while his usil (fundamental beliefs) are correct and once he 


recognizes the kufr of the kafir he declares takfir upon him. 


The two Imams Abu Hatim and Abt Zur’ah Ar-Razi mentioned this differentiation in their 


‘agidah when they said: 
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“And whoever doubts regarding the Words of Allah — ‘azza wa jalla — and stops (regarding it) due to 
doubting about it saying: ‘I don’t know if it is created or not created’, he is jahmt. And whoever stops 
regarding the Quran out of ignorance (regarding the meaning of the different statements) he is taught 
and (he is) described as an innovator, but takfir is not declared upon him.” (Sharh Usul I’tiqad 
Ahlus-Sunnah Wal-Jama’ah by Al-Lalakai) 


So the one who doubted in the issue of kufr itself he was declared a jahmi — and the 
Jahmiyyah are kuffar — while the one who doubted regarding the reality of the saying was 


still declared an innovator but not a kafir.* 


4 In this statement lies an important point in the ‘aqidah of the Salaf. And that is: As long as a person is not 100 
percent upon the Sunnah and all his beliefs and sayings are in accordance with the Sunnah, then even if he is 
ignorant and his beliefs and statements does not reach a level of kufr that brings him out of the fold of Islam, 
then he is still declared an innovator until he aligns his beliefs and statements with the Sunnah in all issues. 
For more details on this issue see the article: “Whoever opposes only one principle from the principles of 
the Sunnah, then he is an innovator.” 
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The fourth issue: The difference between the takfir_itself and the ahkam 
(judgments or rulings) of takfir 


As for the takfir itself, then it is: The belief that whoever commits a nullifier among the 


nullifiers of Islam he is not considered a Muslim, rather he is a kafir. 


And as for the ahkam of takfir then it is: the judgments or rulings that are consequences — in 
an Islamic state implemented by the Islamic judge or authority — that follows when a person 
is declared takfir upon, such as the istitabah (asking for repentance), qubul at-tawbah (whether 
or not the repentance is accepted), the hadd (punishment prescribed by Islamic law) and the 
mu‘amalat (the way such a person is treated). 


These are judgments which are only known through the Islamic texts and there are even 
different opinions in some of them. If a person does not known these judgments it is not the 


same as him not knowing that whoever commits a nullifier of Islam is no longer a Muslim. 


The people of falsehood who wants to excuse the mushrikiin and call them their brothers 
some time uses the example of the ahkam of takfir in order to invalidate consequences of not 
declaring takfir upon the kafir. So they say to the one who is weak in understanding: “Do you 
know about this judgment and this judgment etc. These judgments are only known through the 
Islamic texts. And likewise is the takfir itself only known through the Islamic texts and is only 


performed after the hujjah (argument or evidence) is established upon a person.” 


But this is falsehood. There is a clear difference between the takfir itself and the ahkam of 
takfir. The takftr upon the mushrik is known from fitrah and it is included in what is 
understood from La ilaha illa Allah — which is necessary in order to be a Muslim in the first 
place — while the ahkam of takfır only can be known through the Islamic texts. So far far away 


are these two things from being equal. 


An example of this is that: All of the Salaf agreed upon that the Jahmiyyah are kuffar. And 
the Jahmiyyah is a sect ascribing to Islam who used to pray, fast, and bring evidences from 
the Quran and the Sunnah for their beliefs. And there exist absolutely no difference of 
opinion that they all agreed upon the kufr of the one who says that the Quran is created and 
who invalidated the Attributes of Allah the Exalted. Nevertheless we find different ahkam 
(judgments) with regards to the jahmi from different scholars: 


‘Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad narrates different opinions from different scholars in Kitab As- 


Sunnah. For example he said: 
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11. My father — rahimahullah — narrated to me and said: Surayj ibn An-Nu’man narrated to 
us (and said): ‘Abdullah ibn Nafi’ informed me and said: Malik ibn Anas — rahimahullah — 


used to say: “Whoever says that the Quran is created is hurt with strikes and imprisoned until he 
dies.” 
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31. Abu ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Isma’il Al-Wasiti Ad-Darir narrated to us and said: I 


heard Wak?’ ibn Al-Jarrah say: “As for the jahmi then I verily ask him to repent. Then he either 
repents or I kill him.” 
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45. Ahmad ibn Ibrahim narrated to me (and said): Ahmad ibn Yunus ibn ‘Abdir-Rahman 
ibn Mahdi narrated to me (and said): My uncle Musa narrated to me (and said): I heard my 
father ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdi say: “I do not consider that we should ask the Jahmiyyah to 
repent (before they are executed).” 


So already here there are three different statements regarding the ahkam of those who left 
Islam by believing in the belief of the Jahmiyyah: 


1. He is beaten and imprisoned until death. 
2. He is asked to repent and if he does not repent then executed. 
3. He is executed without being asked to repent. 


(Execution can only be done by the Islamic authority in an Islamic state after witnesses have 
testified and the judge is satisfied and gives the verdict. It cannot be done by the ordinary 


person). 


And they all agreed upon the jahmi being a kafir. So the claim that because it is a Muslim 
becoming a murtadd therefore his kufr is only known by studying the ahkam of riddah is 


already falsified here from this aspect. 
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The truth is that a person might be ignorant about how to deal with a murtadd, but he cannot 
be ignorant about whether or not the one committing shirk is a mushrik or a Muslim, just 


because he ascribes to Islam and calls himself a Muslim. 


If this was so, then all of the kuffar among the Jahmiyyah, Murjiah, Qadariyyah, Rafidah etc. 
etc. their kufr is not known except after the explanation. And this is falsehood and not the 
manhaj of the Salaf. 


And whoever wants more details can return to the book “An introduction to Tawhid and 
Sunnah according to the understanding of the Salaf of the Ummah” under the section of 
(1) Declaring takftr upon the mushrik, (2) Excuse in ignorance and the one who considers 
the mushrik a Muslim, and also under the section of (3) The place of takfir in the religion. 


And let the reader know, that understanding and guidance is from Allah. Many people have 
the truth and the evidences in front of them and they possess the means to finding the 
correct belief, but Allah has not guided them. So no matter what are presented to them they 
will insist that a person who worships Allah and someone or something else along with 
Allah is a person only worshipping one deity!! And often they cling on to this belief of kufr 
due to some names or some words which they hold at higher esteem than Allah, His 
Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and the Salaf. So be not surprised, because whoever 
prefers anything over Allah and His Messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and the Salaf 
then Allah will leave them to themselves and not support them. And verily the one who is 


left by Allah is in plain misguidance and destruction. 


2 
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“And whoever contradicts (or opposes) the Messenger after the right path has been 
shown clearly to him, and follows other than the believers’ way. We shall keep him in 
the path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell - what an evil destination.” (An-Nisa 4:115) 


Whoever returns to the words of the Salaf and submits to their way and methodology will 


have no problem in his religion or how he should deal with the various issues in the religion. 


We ask Allah for protection in the religion and steadfastness upon the truth. Amin. 
Abu Hajar 
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